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Tis the season!
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The faithful volunteers at Pennridge
FISH are busily sorting all of your generous donations and
preparing to distribute Christmas meals to more than 300
families in need in our community.

In This Issue

We have a 196 families with 464 children and teens registered for our Christmas Toy Distribution on December 11th
and 12th. If you are planning to volunteer to distribute toys,
please see the sign up sheet in the kitchen.
We are still in need of the following donations, so please
spread the word:

New, unwrapped toys and gifts for children ages 0-15


Family gifts (i.e. small appliances, cookware, bedding,
etc.)



New hats, scarves, gloves for all ages



Giftwrap, tape, holiday decorations



Stocking stuffers, stuffed animals, games, books, craft
kits, puzzles, and more!



Gift cards for Walmart or Kmart $15, $20 or $25

Donations for Christmas are accepted until December
10th, but are preferred prior to that for planning
purposes.

Thank you so much for generous donations!



Christmas Program



Paving the Way for a Brighter Future!



Tutoring at FISH



A History of the FISH movement



Weber, Kracht and Chellew Cold
Weather clothing drive



Membership Meeting

Paving the Way to a Brighter Future
A BIG thank you to Blooming Glen Contractors
for completing the paving of our parking lot. It
looks GREAT! What a huge difference this will
make to our clients and staff this winter when we
will finally be able to properly plow!

Tutoring at FISH

Pennridge FISH offers after-school
tutoring on Wednesday afternoons.
Interested clients should speak to
Paige in the office.

The Origins of the FISH Movement
by Ted von Mechow

FISH originated in England where Lutheran churches organized
neighbors to look out for one another. If a family was in distress
they would put a FISH sign in their window and neighbors would
check on them and offer help or put them in contact with a source
of assistance.
A Lutheran pastor brought the concept to New England where a
phone “FISH LINE” became the method for those needing help. The
person in need would call a central number and volunteers would
assist them. Services included – transportation, food, home nursing, cleaning, companionship etc. The concept spread throughout
the United States. Doylestown, PA FISH still operates using this
model offering food vouchers and financial assistance for utilities,
rent and homeless temporary shelter. As the needs of the poor in
communities changed many other FISH organizations adapted to
serve those specific needs.

Students involved in the tutoring
program are encouraged to bring
along all of their school work/
homework for the tutoring staff to
review. Please list any special learning struggles that your child may
experience when you fill out your
interest form.
The tutoring program is staffed by
certified teachers who are in possession of all background clearances.
If your child is struggling in school,
stop in today and see how we can
help him succeed!

In the Northeast, the FISH organizations in Massachusetts, Maine,
New York, Vermont and New Hampshire mostly supply transportation.
Many other FISH organizations operate community food banks. In
Carson City, NV, the FISH organization offers food, medical, energy
assistance, shelters and clothing, similar to Pennridge FISH. A few
are full service supplying counseling and soup kitchens in addition
to the basic services we supply.
FISH organizations throughout the US from the East Coast in Maine
and Long Island, NY to Santa Rosa, CA, share many similarities, but
the one difference is the acronym for FISH:
FISH – Fellowship in Serving Humanity - Mostly on the East Coast
FISH – Friends in Service Helping – Mostly in Mid-West
FISH – Friends in Service Here – Mostly on West Coast

Many thanks to Elayne Brick and
the Washington House Restaurant in
Sellersville for, once again, donating
Christmas meals to our Christmas
food distribution. This year they will be
donating a chicken, a quart of soup,
an apple crisp and sour dough rolls
for 75 families!
We are so grateful to businesses like
the Washington House who continue
to kindly support us in our mission
year after year!

Weber, Kracht and Chellew Collect Winter Clothing for FISH
Pennridge FISH would like to thank Michael Kracht and the staff at Weber, Kracht and Chellew, Attorneys at Law, Market
St., Perkasie, for organizing a winter clothing drive to benefit the clients of Pennridge FISH.
Boxes were placed in businesses around the community, and Kracht and his staff collected an astounding 907.4 pounds
of winter clothing, including coats, hats, gloves, comforters and more. A&T Subaru collected the most with 116 lbs!
Were it not for the generosity of the Pennridge community, and businesses like Weber, Kracht and Chellew, the FISH
organization could never do all that it does in its fight against poverty, hunger and suffering in our neighborhoods.

The Washington House and Sellersville Theater staff were
pleased to participate in the Weber, Kracht and Chellew
Winter Clothing Drive for Pennridge FISH.

Pennridge FISH officers and staff gratefully receive 907.4 lbs of winter clothing
and bedding from Michael Kracht, attorney with Weber, Kracht and Chellew,
and his staff. Many thanks to all the local businesses who sponsored collection
boxes for the drive.

Wishing you all a warm and wonderful Thanksgiving
celebration! We remember all of our volunteers and
donors, and especially our clients, with gratitude! You
bring out the best in us! May you all be richly blessed!

Attorney Michael Kracht and Landis Supermarket employees in Perkasie put on big smiles for the Winter Coat
Drive for FISH.

Current Needs at FISH

Contact Us

Pancake mix, syrup, soups of all kinds, beans of all varieties, tuna fish,
canned fish, miscellaneous fish, tomato sauce, pasta, coffee, tea, hot
chocolate, paper products, toiletries, feminine hygiene products, cleaning
products. All non-perishable donations are welcome!

Pennridge FISH

We are also accepting clean and gently used or new clothing and shoes
for men, women and children, bedding, and small household items.
Please be sure items are reasonably in style and freshly laundered.
Thank you!

215-257-7616

Membership Meeting
Please join us for the important volunteer membership meeting on:
January 4, 2016 at 7 pm.
Voting will take place for board member placement, and officers will be
appointed by the board.
Your vote and opinion matter, so please plan to attend and help us shape
the future of FISH. Please email Paige at pantry@pennridgefish.org to
RSVP.

800 West Chestnut St
Perkasie, PA 18944

pantry@pennridgefish.org
Visit us on the web at
www.pennridgefish.org
Don’t forget to look for us
on your favorite social
media site!
We have two Facebook
pages, as well as Instagram and Twitter accounts. It’s a great way to
get more up to date information about happenings
at FISH!

Thanks be to God for all He has done for us!

Pennridge FISH Organization, Inc.
PO BOX 9
Perkasie, PA 18944
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